
Welcome to 
Cannella 

Elementary School!



Cannella Elementary School 

Principal: Angela Ventura
Assistant Principal: Lizzette Beltran



Ready for 
Kindergarten

www.hillsboroughschools.org/Kindergarten 

http://www.hillsboroughschools.org/Kindergarten
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Kindergarten
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Cannella Elementary School

http://cannella.mysdhc.org 

http://cannella.mysdhc.org/


Cannella Elementary School

https://twitter.com/CannellaElem

https://twitter.com/CannellaElem


Cannella Elementary Highlights



Mission

Hillsborough County Public School’s Dual Language 
Immersion Program in partnership with students, 

parents, and the community, will establish a strong, 
standards-based curriculum, which promotes high 

academic achievement in both Spanish and English.  It 
will cultivate global competence and an appreciation for 

a multicultural society.  

Vision

Preparing bilingual, biliterate, and bicultural students 
for life.



What is the Dual Language Program?

➢A program that fosters the development of a 
students’ oral, written and reading proficiency 
in two languages.  

➢Students in the Dual Language program are on a 
pathway to biliteracy with the goal of attaining 
the prestigious Florida State Seal of Biliteracy 
upon high school graduation.



What is the Dual Language Program?

➢Become bilingual, biliterate, and bicultural in 
both English and Spanish.

➢Receive daily instruction in both English and in 
Spanish for all subject areas.

➢Be taught the skills necessary to compete in a 
global society

➢Gain an appreciation for other cultures

➢Experience both languages through 
experiments, stories, songs  and games, etc.

➢Receive homework in English and in Spanish



Dual Language Application 
https://forms.office.com/r/hxn8gzXADk

https://forms.office.com/r/hxn8gzXADk


Cannella Elementary Enrichment



Cannella Elementary Academic Partners



Cannella Elementary PBIS School



Uniforms
Uniforms are Mandatory

▪ Tops are White, Red or Navy Blue

▪ Navy and Khaki Dresses,                  
Jumpers, Pants, Shorts,                     
Skirts or Skorts 

▪ On Fridays, students may wear jeans 
with a uniform shirt or school spirit 
shirt (purchased from PTA.) 

▪ Appropriate closed-toe 
shoes for outside play



Ms. Mondragon
English Language Learner Program 

▪ SER form selections-if you check yes on 
any of the 3 home language questions your 
child will be screened

▪ Screeners- used to determine if the 
student needs help acquiring the English 
language

▪ Small Group Instruction for children who 
are working on English proficiency in the 
domains of reading, writing, listening and 
speaking.



PTA Staff Liaison – Mrs. Arnold
PTA President – Deanna Vasquez
CannellaPTA@gmail.com



Ms. Salesky
ESE Specialist

▪ Childfind (before child is registered)
▪ Screen & Evaluate (3-5 years old) 813-837-7788

▪ Difficulty understanding child’s speech

▪ Child has difficulty engaging in conversational speech

▪ Child is currently receiving Speech and/or 
Language Services (private)

▪ Speech Screenings

▪ MTSS Process

Mrs. Hare 
Speech Language 
Pathologist



Questions? Visit- 
https://www.hillsboroughschools.org/

Drop Down/ Select Developmental Screening

Type in FDLRS

Choose this link!



▪ Entry Vaccinations and Physicals

▪ Medications

▪ Nutrition

▪ Hearing and Vision Screening

Ms. Wanda Escobar
LPN – School Nurse

Melissa Casillas, RN – School Nurse



Mrs. Perez 
Data Processing Clerk

Registration Requirements

You MUST have all of the following for your 
registration to be complete:

▪ Child must be 5 on or before September 1st, 2023

▪ Original Birth Certificate

▪ Social Security Card

▪ Current Physical (within 1 year of first day of 
school) with Shot Record 

▪ 2 Proofs of Address 



Ms. Martinez
Student Nutrition Manager/Food 
Services

▪ Student numbers

▪ Universal Breakfast

▪ Free for all students

▪ Served between  7:10 -7:40 a.m.

▪ Free Lunch at Selected HCPS Schools under the federal 
Community Eligibility Provision (CEP) Grant

▪ Current lunch price is $2.25 (prices are subject to change)

▪ Payment options:  Online Payment                                                                 
is available through MyPaymentsPlus



Ms. Russell
Psychologist  

▪ School-wide behavior plan - PBIS

▪ Counseling groups

▪ IEP Counseling

Ms. Magney 
School Counselor

Ms. McDaniels 
Social Worker

Student Services Team



HOST

Helping students grow in a 
safe educationally enriched 
and fun environment.

Ms. Thaina Sierra, HOST Lead Teacher

Ms. Cynthia Bourdon, HOST Supervisor



Kindergarten Team

Ms. Phillips Sra. Arenas

Ms. FrancoisMs. Rodriguez

Ms. Marquez



Kindergarten 
Readiness



Who is Freddy?

▪ Freddy is a Hillsborough County initiative to increase 
excitement for and awareness of kindergarten readiness.

▪ Our goal is to have every family understand what 
kindergarten readiness is and why it is so important.

▪ Ready Freddy is the embodiment of Kindergarten 
Readiness!



This quick information can be used as a guide as you help 
prepare your child for kindergarten success and beyond. This 
list contains suggested skills or abilities, but should not be 
considered fully comprehensive of all possible skills and abilities 
a five-year-old child should possess.

Ready for Kindergarten



Ready for Kindergarten





What is Expected from You!

▪ Encourage positive behavior

▪ Create independence

▪ Review agendas/daily work together

▪ Read with or to your child every night

▪ Complete on-line volunteer application if volunteering at school

▪ Make sure the teacher knows how your child will be going home (bus, car, 
walking, private provider van) and notify the office and teacher of any changes 
in writing

▪ Make sure the office has your current phone numbers, address, emergency 
contact, and email address

▪ Have your child arrive at school on time  

▪ School begins at 7:40am

▪ Mondays - Early Release Dismissal 12:55pm

▪ Tuesday – Friday Dismissal 1:55pm

Notify us immediately if you have any concerns



➢ FREE Summer program to ensure kindergarten readiness 
(dates and times to be determined)
➢ Registration requirements: proof of birth, proof of 
residence and an immunization record
➢ Registration at open summer VPK sites (HCPS website)
➢ Child must be eligible to start kindergarten August 2024 (5 
by September 1, 2024)
➢ Child may not have attended a school-year VPK Program

VPK Hotline:  813-272-4840

Summer VPK Program



Any questions, please contact our main office 
(813) 975-6941.

It’s going to be a great 2024-2025 school year!

LOOKING FORWARD TO A NEW YEAR! 
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